A Black or Green Revolution? by Loomis, Mildred
Green Revolution 
Volume 6 Issue 2 Article 8 
2-1-1968 
A Black or Green Revolution? 
Mildred Loomis 
Follow this and additional works at: https://research.library.kutztown.edu/greenrevolution 
Recommended Citation 
Loomis, Mildred (1968) "A Black or Green Revolution?," Green Revolution: Vol. 6 : Iss. 2 , Article 8. 
Available at: https://research.library.kutztown.edu/greenrevolution/vol6/iss2/8 
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Research Commons at Kutztown University. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in Green Revolution by an authorized editor of Research Commons at Kutztown University. 
For more information, please contact czerny@kutztown.edu,. 
THE GREEN 
A WORLD-WIDE EFFORT FOR DECENTRAUZATION 
AND RURAL REYIV AL 
Volume 6, Number 2 February, 1968 
The Great Migration-
C ounf ry To City and South To North; 
Can A New Call Reverse The_Trend? 
The drift to cities is not news. 
Since the turn of the century, 
farmers have been moving off 
the land in increasing numbers. 
Farm machines - tractors. multi­
ple plows, planters, cultivators, 
huge harvesting combines, hay 
balers, etc.-have taken the place 
of hired workers or farm-family 
children. Percentage of farmers 
has dropped steadily from 65 to 
40 to 15, and now, only 6% of 
the nation's population lives on 
farms of 100 acres or more. 
Recently, one phase of this 
drift has become news. That is 
the great exodus of two million 
Negroes from Southern farms 
and plantations. Half of these 
(during 1961-65) went to New 
York City and the other half to 
-Boston, Philadelphia, Washing­
ton, D. C., Detroit, Chicago, and 
Los Angeles. In 1965, of a total 
of 21 million Negroes in the 
United States, nearly half (47%) 
lived in Northern cities. 
Economic Pressure 
Now, in 1968, economic pres­
sure in the South is so strong that 
Negroes are actually being driv­
en out, They are asked to go 
away - any place - get lost. Ar­
riving in the festering center of 
some large city, they are eco­
nomically and educationally un­
prepared for it. A man who has 
�i;,<>nt hi« .life ;!l cottcn. tob?c­
co and -peanut fields is poorly 
equipped to cope with liie in in­
dustrial, urban areas. 
The Nov. 21 and 22, 1967, is­
sues of the New York News pic­
tured the crises and the despair 
in Negro families newly arrived 
from the South. Effects on chil­
dren are particularly severe. One 
Negro mother said. "My seven­
year-old is all mixed up. One 
minute he wants to be a police­
man and shoot down' all the nig­
gers who cause trouble and the 
next he's going to kill a white 
man one day." 
Children ignore their homes; 
they live on the streets: they join 
the riots. Why? 
·'We've had enough," they say. 
· ·They push you so far and you 
can't let it go further. In Ala­
bama they kept us down with 
guns. Here they say we're 'free.' 
But if we try to act free they 
pull their guns anyway .... Back 
in Marengo, Ala., we were quiet, 
obeyed the ·bossman' - we were 
taught to wait until heaven for 
our kicks. Here they teach you 
that equality stuff - Washington 
and Lincoln - how they freed us. 
Then you look around and you 
see what a lot of lousy lies they 
peddle you." 
Asked why they get involved 
in riots that destroy their own 
neighborhood, a Boston youth re­
plied: "First, it's not our place. 
Whitey owns the place. He soaks 
us for rent. We're trying to get 
ours, and when we hear of a fight 
we run to it. . . . Sometimes I 
think I'd like to be a cop ... but 
I know they keep their eyes on 
us, and won't do a thing for us 
but shoot us." 
Thousands of Negro families 
now realize that their Northern 
sanctuary has turned out to be 
little more than a different kind 
of hell. 
Get Back to the Land 
Now a very new emphasis is 
seen in newspapers, radio and 
!'I· Editors are saying, and quot-
111( government officials (particu­
larly Secretary of Agriculture Or­
ville Freeman) and sociologists. 
In effect these people are saying, 
"cities are defunct," problems 
tan't be solved in cities" and 
'inucb of the answer for poverty, 
Negro migration, etc., is to get 
people out of cities.'' A full col­
umn in the New York Times of 
Jan. 7 called for a reversal of 
migration: Get People Back to 
the Land. 
This, of course, is called good 
news by Green Revolutioners. 
But we know that with this re­
versal must come other and deep-
Self-Help Is 
Order of the Day 
A very interesting organiza­
tion has created and developed 
three bus lines, owned and op­
erated by Negroes, in the Watts 
area of Los Angeles. It is the 
National Economic Growth and 
Reconstruction Organization, or 
NEGRO, and is headed by Dr. 
T. W. Matthew, of Interfaith Hos­
pital, Jamaica, N. Y. 
NEGRO raised over $250,000 
by selling bonds in denomina­
tions of 50c to $10,000 for the 
buses. They serve Watts resi­
dents (who seldom own cars) at a 
cost of 20c a ride within Watts 
and 25c outside the area. Since 
bus lines are often holdup vic­
tims, some people recommended 
plainclothes men with guns on 
buses for protection of drivers. 
er changes. T'nere must be funda­
mental and basic land reform. 
Access to land must be easier and 
fairer. Land must be seen as 
"given" - a gift of Nature, not 
produced by man and therefore 
not subject to speculation, ex­
ploitation and withh'olding from 
those who want to use it. All who 
have this point of view can do 
their bit to bring it into the 
thinking ·of officials, newscasters, 
reporters, editors and educa­
tors. 
Write those letters and articles; 
help get this viewpoint added to 
the back to the land travel. In­
clude description of The Inter­
national Foundation for Inde­
pendence, which has as its goal 
the low-cost lending of funds to 
enable farmers and primary pro­
ducers to secure land and de­
velop their communities. 
Sabotage Laid 
To India's Leftists 
Dr. Matthews said. "I am em­
phatically opposed . to shotgun 
riders. Needless killings will take 
place .. .. I am also critical of 
plans (by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.) for massive civil dis­
obedience, especially for Watts. 
It is unfortunate that Dr. King 
continues to use yesterday's tech­
niques and thereby wastes the 
very important talent and influ­
ence that he could provide in 
helping the Negro people move 
into a new era of self-help and 
production. We must all move 
from protest to production. to 
pride. and then to partnership 
with all people." 
By Dec. 14, when the harvest­
ing in West Bep.gal, India, had 
only begun to get in full swing, 
some 110 clashes between peas­
ants and police had been re­
ported. Many of these were fo­
mented by the Socialist Unity 
Center, �n �emist_r;i_ar':' cldm­
ing to be the only real Cornmu- · 
nist party in India. 
The United Front of the Left­
ists, whose leader is Jyoti Basu, 
had been ousted by the Indian 
Government in November. Mr. 
Basu continues to urge peasants_ 
to resist police who come to res­
cue "landowners." This action, of 
course, the Government consid­
ers sabotage, and is the source of 
further difficulty - conflict simi­
lar to that in Vietnam. 
All of which is more evidence 
that failure to deal with the land 
and rural probleµis will create 
more bloodshed and war. 
Members of Brooklyn CORE 
To Flee Ghetto For Farming 
By M. J. Loomis 
Members of the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE) in Brook­
lyn are preparing to abandon the 
city. Disillusioned by bitter fights 
with the city administration. the 
police. the antipoverty program, 
school teachers and moderate Ne­
gro leaders, the activists have de­
cided to head for a simpler rural 
life. 
"We will buy our land, settle 
and till the soil," said Robert Car­
son, 32, director of Brooklyn 
CORE. "We want to get away 
from the ghettos and their calcu­
lating exploitation that leaves 
our people drunkards. narcotic 
addicts and prostitutes." 
On a recent trip east, I talked 
with Mr. Carson by phone. He 
told me, ·'We've rethought our 
position. We've looked at people 
in history who have attained 
freedom. Always they have had 
land. We haven't had this oppor­
tunity. The government never 
made good on its promi!,e of 40 
acres and a mule to every freed 
slave after the Civil War. We've 
made a down payment on a hun­
dred acres down South, and we 
hope to settle on it by spring of 
'68." 
As to response, Mr. Carson 
said. "We think it is great. To our 
last direct mailing, we had 13,000 
replies. People want to go with 
us, and people want to help by 
contributing money and goods." 
A Counter Program? 
I asked him, ·'Is yours a coun­
ter-program to black power and 
a militant black revolution? " 
·'No.'· he said. "In the past we 
have been dike-savers, when we 
should have allowed the dike to 
overflow. People in this country 
seem to understand only vio­
lence. But we in CORE are inter­
ested in survival. We have agreed 
on a change-we will return to 
the position of our forefathers. 
We will go back to the land. We 
don't care to make any money. 
We only care to survive. Instead 
of wandering around hopelessly 
in Northern ghettos fighting the 
landlords and the power struc­
ture we \vill till the soil from 
sunup to sundown." 
'·What is your position on land 
tenure; do you favor land owner­
ship, or trusteeship? Are you fa­
miliar with the teachings of Hen­
ry George?" 
"We haven't gone deeply into 
this matter. We do have a com­
mitee studying land economics, 
and I think they are in touch 
with the Henry George School of 
Social Science." 
Wishing them well, I offered to 
send them material on our new 
tool for social change, The Inter­
national Foundation for Inde­
pendence, and he said he would 
welcome it. 
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MIGRATION from a Southern 
sharecropping region to a Bos­
ton ghetto is little more than 
moving to a different kind of 
hell. (New York Times photos) 
25c per copy, $3 per ye« 
Independence Foundation Looks Ahead; 
Bor·sodi On Fifth Trip To India 
"This is my living and my dy­
ing sentiment, independence for­
ever." These words from Daniel 
Webster greet you from a wall 
of the new, simple and pleasant 
office of the non-profit Inter­
national Foundation for Inde­
pendence, at 163 Water St., Exe­
ter. N. H. Also there is the Foun­
dation's symbol, a globe with a 
banner inscribed " Humanitas," 
and on another wall is William 
Lloyd Garrison's "My country is 
the · world, my countrymen all 
mankind." 
A small group has worked 
hard for the past year to imple­
ment these goals. !FI trustees 
and signers of its charter-Ralph 
Borsodi, Robert Swann, Harriet 
land Revolution 
In India 
Most people in India are land­
less tenants. In a year of crop 
failure, they must borrow at ex­
cessive rates (35 o/c to 80 % ) from 
money lenders to pay the rent. 
Some never get out of debt. One 
source indicates that most of In­
dia's land is in the hands of 3 o/c 
of the people, with 97 % landless 
and dependent. 
Vinoba Bhave, a leader in the 
Gandhian movement. has for 
years stressed trusteeship of the 
land - has asked landholders to 
share their land in the Gramdan. 
or village-holding system. He 
asks landowners to give at least 
one-twentieth of their land to 
Gramdan, to be released from 
village trusteeship for some fami­
ly to use. 
One report indicates that some 
six million acres have come un­
der Gramdan in this way. This 
seems large, but is but a small 
percentage of India's land. Bhave 
wants a nonviolent revolution in 
land use. but people are growing 
restless and are sometimes vio­
lent under the pressure of pover­
ty and land monopoly. If the 
revolution becomes violent, he 
says, "it still must come: a vio­
lent revolution in land would be 
better than continuing under 
present oppression." 
IFI Could Help 
The International Foundation 
for Independence could assist the 
peaceful land revolution in India 
and elsewhere. It would do this 
by long-term, low-interest loans 
to farmers and villages, for buy­
ing land and incorporating it in 
the Gramdan movement. The IF! 
was suggested to Indian leaders 
early in 1966. They are hopeful 
that its funds for loaning will 
grow soon to such figures as to 
become a real factor in rural 
India's peaceful change to inde­
pendence and village land-hold­
ing. Socially concerned persons 
everywhere can have a part by 
investing their savings in the In­
ternational Foundation for Inde­
pendence, 163 Water St., Exeter, 
N.H. 
Greer, Mildred Loomis and Por­
ter Sargent- together with Gor­
don Lameyer and Erich Hansch, 
met in Exeter on Friday, Jan. 5, 
to hear reports and consider 
plans. 
Financial Picture 
As is usual for a new organi­
zation, and particularly one that 
introduces new concepts in fi­
nancing (in this case a non-profit 
structure with a commodity­
based money), response has not 
been large. Org·anizing expenses 
have been covered and IFI's re­
volving fund for loans (in a Lux­
embourg bank) stood at $900 at 
the year's end. To this was added 
$1,500 during the meeting, and 
next da..."1:..in the mail a $5,000 in­
vestment came from a reader of 
The Green Revolution. Other 
STATEMENT FROM 
BANK OF LUXEMBOURG 
"As I understand what 
you propo•.;e, Mr. Borsodi. it 
is to do what government 
aid has failed to do. Govern­
ment aid has built infra­
structures - big irriga±ion 
dams, big steel mills - in 
the underdeveloped nations. 
But it has built no sub­
structures for all this. This 
i';; what it seems to me 
the International Founda­
tion for Independence is 
proposing to do; provide 
credit to the masses of 
farmers and villagers who 
have so far been neglected. 
It will be a pleasure for 
us to help you in this.''­
Jo-.;eph Leydenbach, Presi­
dent, Banque Internationale 
a Luxembourg 
gifts and investments have been 
arriving fom a recent mail cam­
paign. 
Mr. Swann. field worker, re­
ported that several church de­
nominations and some Founda­
tions are becoming concerned 
about investing money in socially 
oriented corporations. He has in­
ten,iewed several who look fa-
(continued on page 4) 
A Black Or. 
Green Revolution? 
A flood of unsolicited mail 
comes to School of Living, in­
cluding much from dissidents and 
the "resistance," and it is useful 
in portraying today's scene. 
Among these items is a 16-page 
Crusader's Newsletter, from an 
American Negro, R. F. Williams, 
who is now in Peking. In the 
December, 1963, issue of A Way 
Out, we reported, under ·'Sex 
and Economics. in North Caro­
lina," Mr. Williams' struggle for 
sharing by Negroes of a munici­
pal pool, and his conclusion af­
ter patent unfair jury decisions 
(continued on page 4) 
4 - THE GREEN REVOLUTION, FEBRUARY, 1968 
Summer Sessions Planned 
Twenty persons in our New 
Year's weekend reunion planned 
six educational programs for 
Heathcot.e Cent.er during the com­
ing summer of 1968. All were 
participants in 1967 programs 
and volunt.eered to be responsible 
for the planning and execution of 
the session for which they are 
listed. Suggestions and assistance 
are welcome, by mail to the ad­
dresses given. 
April 5, 6, 7: Draft Counsel­
ing - Dave Wayfield (Box 68, 
Maryland Line, Md.). U. S. Vet­
=rans for Peace and Heathcote 
H:omesteader. 
April 26, 27, 28: Conference on 
Decentralization - James Staple­
ton and Margie Wolfe (1638 17th 
St., N.W., Washington, D. C.). 
3-raduate students, artists and 
�ducators. T o  critically evaluate 
present decentralist groups and 
programs; to plan for construc­
tive interaction among leaders 
seeking ''ways out." 
May 17, 1 8, 19:  Homesteading, 
Principles and Practices - Har­
old and Grace Lefever (Sonne­
wald Homest.ead, Spring Grove, 
Pa.). Is Homesteading a Viable 
Patt.em in the Modern World? 
Philosophical, practical and es­
;hetic aspects. 
June 15, 16, 1 7: Training for 
Better Communicaiion and Hu­
inan Relating - Dr. Charles Rae­
e>eck, director of education at 
�delphi Suffolk College, Oak-
dale, N. Y. Register early; attend­
ance limited. Total cost $15. 
July 27 to Aug. 3, Youih 
Week: An Adequate Philosophy 
of Work - Dave Costello, Soci­
ology Dept., Cornell University 
(Ithaca, N. Y.) and John Bischof, 
craftsman and builder (31 Bank 
St., North Bennington, Vt.). Ac­
tual buil�, maintenance and 
gardening projects, with discus­
sion. 
Aug. 4-1 1 :  Annual School of 
Living Members' Meeting and 
Family Camping. - Mildred Loo­
mis (Lane's Ena, Brookville, 0.) 
and Betty Rauh (Box 68, Mary­
land Line, Md.). Theme for the 
week: Building a Viable Commu­
nity at Heathcote (land tenure, 
economics, human relations, edu­
cation, architecture, etc.). Offi­
cial School of Living meeting, 
election of trustees, Aug. 10. 
Costs - simple lodging and 
wholefood meals average about 
$3 a day per adult, $2 per child 
(10 years and over). Participants 
are invited to share this cost if 
possible. Contributions in addi­
tion for leaders' expenses and 
Heathcote Operating Fund are 
welcome. Space for tents and 
trailers available. Bring bedding. 
Location - Heathcote Center, 
Rt. 1, Box 129, Freeland, Md., is 
25 miles south of York, Pa., near 
the Maryland border. Freeland 
Exit on Route 83. (Greyhound 
bus to· Maryland Line, Md.). 
Goodbye 1 967; Hello 1 968! 
In many ways, 1967 was a good 
rear - the best yet. It was the 
irst year that Heathcote func­
ioned full time, with people liv­
ng in the Center building to "co-
1rdinate" its activities. Thirty 
ichool - of Living members cre­
ted, during 1967, a Special Sala-
Fund of $1,600, to which semi­
ar income added $409 (above 
minar expenses). 
Several workbees were held, 
n which ooordinators assisted. 
['hese resulted in (a) a new bu­
lane furnace and gift washer­
dryer installed; (b) exterior sur­
facing of the stone building (a 
Youth Group did the south end); 
(c) re-roofing of the Carriage 
House (which makes possible a 
dry craft shop, tool storage and 
summer shelter). 
Five educational weekends and 
one full week, in which coordi­
nators functioned, were attended 
by 200 adults and 72 children. 
IFI Looks, cont'd 
vorably on IFI, and he is hope­
ful of considerable increase in 
the revolving loan fund this 
year. 
Plan Approved 
Trustees approved plans for a 
t.rip to India by Mr. Borsodi (his 
fifth), for a threefold purpose. 
First, he is to lead a seminar in 
February for the faculty of Vid­
yanagar University (at Ahmneba­
dad), on the major problems of 
living. Second, in London while 
en route he will discuss with IF! 
supporters the possibility of a 
loan to an Indian village (for 
special purposes). and work out a 
long-term plan of village rehabili­
tation which the London group 
or Vidyanagar University would 
then supervise. Third, in India 
he will interview candidates for 
loans and survey villages for the 
possible first pilot plant under 
IFI's program. This would be 
a test of the Foundation's ap­
proach. 
III Established 
For the next two days, the trus­
tees were joined by others to es­
tablish the International Institute 
of Independence, an educational 
agency to spread the Founda­
tion's concepts (new participants 
were Paul Salstrom. of Philadel­
phia. Schmoyne Gottschalk, of 
Providence, R. I.. and Miriam 
and Pat Jackson, Epping. N. H.). 
Functions o f  the two organiza­
tions are separate; !FI is the ac­
tion and loaning group and III 
the educational and information 
group. Difficulties in both organi­
zation and communication were 
encountered, but plans are mov­
ing steadily ahead. 
Some of these were newcomers, 
six of whom are taking resp·onsi­
bility for our 1968 summer pro­
gram. 
More people are involved in 
Heathcote and School of Living 
program. This' year's (1968) Pro­
gram Planning Session was far 
above last year's. In January, 
1967 we had little precedent to 
go on, and only a few trustees 
and Mildred Loomis to arrange 
plans. This year we had two of 
last summer's youth living at the 
Center, one of whom (Marilyn 
Dorsey) has taken on the clerical 
work. One couple lives in The 
Trailer, and besides bringing 
homesteading into reality (goats, 
chickens, garden) will function in 
1968 summer programs. A gradu­
ate student will assist in the July, 
1968 Youth Week at Heathcote, 
and two others will plan and 
execute a Conference on Decen­
tralization at the end of April. 
Don't you agree that this is major 
growth? 
We're growing in Interaction 
and Organizational Know-How. 
We've had problems, of course. 
(The Antioch couple got sick; 
found they didn:'t like country 
life; left in June; others took 
their place.) Through continued 
effort we're learning how to con­
front our differences and to work 
out satisfying conclusions. "Com­
munity " interaction is develoP.: 
ing, reaching toward a balance 
of self-direction, responsibility 
and spontaneity. Our Board of 
Trustees is more active, assuming 
supervisory responsibility. And 
a Heathcote Committee gives 
many hours of time and attention 
to the program. 
Decentralism and education for 
living now move on a world 
scene. through the International 
Foundation for Independence. Al­
though !FI is separate from the 
School of Living, it is so close 
in emphasis and direction that 
we naturally benefit (in morale) 
from and want to assist it. Heath­
cote Center and School of Living 
can become useful adjuncts to 
this effort. 
Let School of Living members 
move into 1968 strengthened by 
the worth of their work and con­
fident that progress is being 
made. Let's support it by our 
presence at Heathcote sessions 
and by material contributions to 
its work. (See item above for ten­
tative summer seminars.) 
Please send all subscription 
mail to Heathcote School of Liv­
ing Center, Rt. 1, Box 129, Free­
land. Md. 21053. And all editorial 
mail· to School of Living, Lane's 






Our Homestead - An Unusual Di lemma 
By Marcia Pagan 
1 408 Panoramic 
Mill Valley, Calif. 94941 
We are caught in the midst of 
a strange dilemma - created by 
a "system" whereby the land is 
owned by those few who can af­
ford it. Can they who own land 
love it - aren't they too pres­
sured and busy paying fr it? 
Three years ago we received 
permission from the property 
owner to occupy a defunct dairy 
barn on Mount Tamalpais, Cali­
fornia, rent free. It is a huge con­
crete building, and was falling 
apart when we found it . There 
were no living facilities whatso­
ever. The first year we used it 
as an artist's studio, after install­
ing doors, ,vindows and a fire­
place, and patching some of the 
big cracks. 
The second year we held chil­
dren's art classes in it to pay for 
fiberglassing and installing elec­
tricity. That fall we moved in 
with our one-year-of'd daughter, 
Tanya, but hadn't foreseen the 
bitterness of a winter without 
water, kitchen, indoor plumbing, 
or adequate protection from the 
rains that flooded our living 
space every day. We quickly fled 
to the comfort of a house - but 
left our hearts. behind. We spent 
the winter working to pay the 
rent. -
A Score of Skills 
That spring we moved back 
to "our" barn, and spent the sum­
mer making it into a real home. 
We became expert scaverigers 
and learned that almost anything 
found is valuable. We patched 
cracks, sealed off rooms, built an 
outhouse, installed a kitchen, 
made closets, created a fantastic 
Roman bath in the former milk 
cooling room, repaired the roof, 
painted inside and out, trans­
formed nondescript space into a 
bedroom for Tanya, built an out­
door playground, re-roofed the 
reservoir, laid 250 feet of -pipe, 
installed plumbing and located a 
tank truck to fill the reservoir 
with water. 
On Sept. 16, hvin daughters 
Smith Brothers 
Are Different 
Two Quaker /farmers, Philip 
and James Iden Smith, live near 
New Hope, Pa. Among many 
other interests, they give time 
and attention to School of Living 
concerns. Philip has been a trus­
tee for two 3-year terms, and 
James Iden has been chairman of 
the Heathcote Purchase Fund 
since early 1966. He has loaned 
$3,000 at very low interest (and 
Philip pays it) ,  besides several 
sizable gifts. The last was for 
$600, quietly announced at our 
recent New Year's planning ses­
sion. 
In a letter, Philip Smith asks, 
"Are we Smiths a different 
breed? Robert Smith, a young 
man from England, married and 
took up residence on a 550 acre 
tract of Pennsylvania land in 
1719. Here we are (James and 
Philip), seven generations later, 
on this same land. Our grand­
children are the ninth genera­
tion, and call this land home." 
Yes, this is a welcome differ­
ence from most families. The 
health, wisdom and good will of 
the Smiths testify that "theirs is 
a good life pattern." The mother 
of James and Philip is still well 
and active at 101 years of age. 
came to live with us in the nurs­
ery where milk cans were for­
merly washed. This is our home 
and we love it because we built 
it. 
Should Land Users Claim Ii? 
The "real" owner of the ranch 
lives in Palo Alto, and comes to 
visit us twice a year. He plans to 
turn this 138 acres of grassy hills 
into tract homes with cul-de-sac 
streets and a supermarket lo­
cated where "our" barn stands. 
We love the place, but he owns it. 
We long to transform some of 
this beautiful land into organi­
cally gro,,vn food for our children 
to grow strong on, but the sense 
of impermanence prevents us. We 
could be "evicted" any time. Yet 
we are grateful to our landlord 
for the "privilege" of living here 
rent free. Isn't that a strange di­
lemma? 
Letters, conrd 
minds of those concerned. on at 
·least three points: (1) What is 
wrong with present practices?; 
(2) What is the goal we're aiming 
at? ; and (3) What means most ap­
propriately accomplish that goal? 
Do you know any five persons 
in the world who could presently 
agree, in a general way, on any 
one of these three points? I don't. 
But that kind of agreement 
would be the beginr,jng of an eco­
logical community. And I think 
we must come to general agree­
ment on these points before we 
can be an effective influence in 
public affairs.-Wendal Bull, Rt. 
5, Burnsville, N. C. 
Libertarian Writer Joins 
To the Editor: 
You may be pleased to know 
that we are on our way to doing 
the green revolution thing now. 
We are living in a rural area out­
side Tampa and I'm learning to 
forage and Cara is baking bread 
and all that ... . Eventually my 
plan is to drop into the wilder­
ness entirely, making trips into 
town for mail and supplies per­
haps every month. Foraging is 
very good in Florida and we 
won't have to do much farming. 
It really is good to be out of the 
city. For the first time in years, 
my mind seems to be unclouding 
from having too many people 
around, and I'm suddenly getting 
very definite opinions on what 
I, personally, want to spend the 
rest of my life doing. We'd be 
glad for catalogs and price lists 
of School of Living materials on 
homesteading.-Kerry Thornley, 
7726 S. 51st, Tampa, Fla. 33519 
You Are Master of 
Your  TV and Radio 
The radio and TV are mechani­
cal devices equipped with knobs, 
not brains. There need be no fin­
ger pointing at them. The point­
ing should be done at the people 
who own them. The knobs of 
radios and TVs turn two ways, 
on and off. Eighty percent of the 
time the home would be blessed 
with the knobs turned off. 
But does that mean that all 
the good should also be turned 
off? Why do we use our hands 
and not our heads? Will you let 
a little box of metal and wood 
rule your life? Have you not atti­
tudes and control to guide you in 
your standards? - Hilly Wells in 
Mennonite Community 
A Black, cont'd 
in sex cases that if Negroes get 
any justice they will have to get 
it "directly.'' He formed a local 
rifle club, but after an ensuing 
"battle" v,rith the Ku Klux Klan 
he offered to leave town. He now 
writes from China. 
Crusader's New;;letier for De­
cember, 1967, has two emphases: 
very detailed instructions as to 
how to carry on a violent revo­
lution against the whit.e power 
structure, and a psychological 
push in that direction. He shows 
how to build an undercover 
· 'guerrilla" movement to burn 
and destroy America; what tools 
and equipment . to loot during 
riots (especially acetylene torches 
to cut electric wires and gas and 
water mains; how to make and 
use fire bombs ; how to train for 
accuracy in firing guns. He tells . 
his readers that industrial cities 
are America's Achilles' heel. He 
says that without water, electrici­
ty, gas and transportation, the 
U. S. can be prostrated. Perhaps 
a "remnant can rise from the de­
struction," and if a person loses 
his life in the process, what mat­
ter? Better to know the glory of 
a free man for half an hour than 
live forever under white tyrants' 
oppression. 
Reactions 
This publication escalates, on 
paper, recent urban riots to wild 
and wholesale conflagrations. Is 
this a possibility? How much 'in­
fluence does Williams have? I 
asked these questions of several 
persons on a recent trip East. 
Seat partners I met on bus and 
plane, some of them Negroes, had 
never heard of Williams. The 
head of public relations of New 
York's NAACP said he doubted 
if more than 5,000 copies of Cru· 
sader's Newsletter were received 
in U. S., and he did not regard it 
as significant. 
A GR reader in St. Petersburg, 
Fla., reports a leading Negro 
leader there saying "that 98 % of 
America's Negroes would not 
know who Williams is, do not 
share his bitterness and would 
not follow his instructions." 
Robert Carson. head of Brook­
lyn CORE, said he saw increasing 
violence impending in the Negro 
community, and that his effort to 
decentralize and get to land was 
in the interest of survival for his 
people. 
As editor of Green Revolution 
I am not an alarmist. We do not 
resort to scare heads, but we 
want our readers to be aware 
of deliberate, printed instructions 
for a fearful. violent revolution. 
The temperate reactions quoted 
above tend to reduce the "chill'. 
that Crusader's Newsletter left 
in me, but we must weigh these 
comments against the Watts, De­
troit and other urban riots that 
follow the Williams' pattern. 
· The solution is not in either 
quiescence or panic. The real 
question we must ask is, What 
are the constructive alternatives? 
Who has ,iable counter propos­
als? 
Do our readers really see the 
relevance of the green revolu­
tion? Are our offerings adequate 
(such as decentralization of urban 
populations, elimination of land 
and money monopolies)? Don't 
we have some useful steps (like 
homesteading, homesteading com­
munities, intermediate technolo· 
gy, and now the low-cost. com­
modity-based money of the. Inter­
national Foundation for Inde­
pendence)? 
Doesn't all this give our read­
ers zest to support and promote 
our movements (our publications. 
school and Foundation) in gteate� 
degree? Can we really build a 
green revolution? Can we encour­
age others - no matter of what 
race or color - to join and help 
in these ways? Many have re­
peated, "Nothing is so powerful 
as an idea whose time has come." 
Has the time really come for a 
"green revolution"?-MJL 
Modern Utopian - A Search 
For A Way Out - first issue on 
collaboration basis is now avail­
able. Lively, wide coverage, lib­
ertarian. 75c a copy from 2441 
Le Conte Ave., Berkeley, Calif. 
94709; or with School of Living 
membership ($10 a year) from 
Heathcote Center, Freeland, Md. 
21053. 
